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| EXCISES 


362V, HE Alarm, which the Report 
N — of an intended Extenſion of the 


' 
un . * 
9 + . 
— 4 = 3 — 8 — 


NY Laws of Exciſe, over Wines 30 
7 — and Tobacco, has given to the By 
7 >) Jt. . . . 4 
age a» Trading Part of this Nation, 
being now juſtify*'d by the pub- $1 
lication of a Pamphlet, intituled, Conſiderati- 14 
ens occaſion'd by the Craftſman upon Exciſes; 1 — 
hope it will not be thought unſeaſonable, to 5 
Animadvert upon the Reaſons given in that = 
moſt Excellent Performance : In ſupport of _ : 
the intended Alteration in the Manner of col- | 


lecting the Duties now paid on the Importation 


of thoſe Species, and converting them into an 
Exciſe or Inland Duty. 


B 4 path 5 


L223 
J readily agree with the Judicious Author 
now before me, That a Prime Miniſter muſt 
neceſſarily be peſter'd with the Productions, of 
an infinite Number of Projectors, who have an 
Eye to their own Good, as well as to that of 


th Publick, in the Schemes which they lay 


before him; and that Penetration and Sagacity 
are Qualities neceſſary to him, in order to 
judge rightly of what is offer'd, to which! 
will venture to add two others; namely, Ho- 
neſty and a Sincere Love of his Country; by 


which he will at all Times be enabled to deter- 


mine, whether the Scheme propos'd is really 
for the Advantage of the Nation,” or tends 
only to carrying on certain Views of a quite 


different Nature. 


Were we, as this Author hid. to look back 
into the Conduct of our Miniſters, not only 
for the laſt Century, but for many Ages paſt, 
] believe we {hould ſcarce find one who has 
proſecuted a numerous Set of Schemes, with 


more Intrepidity, than the Gentleman to whoſe 


Penetration and Sagacity we are obliged for 
the Project at pretent under my Conſideration ; 
a Project, which to ſpeak of it with Juſtice 
and Moderation, moſt certainly will deprive 
every Engliſhman of his Liberty, and render his 
Property precarious, that has the Misfortune 
from his particular Branch of Trade to be ex- 
pos'd to its pernicious and baleful Influence. 


A General Exciſe has doubtleſs, as my Au- 


thor oblerves, a terrible Sound; but when 
hear him ask, What Relation or Tendency. 
adding two or three Foreign Commodities t© 

thoic 


4 
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oſe already under the Exciſe, has towards 2 
General Exciſe? I think I ma very fairly an- 
wer a very manifeſt One, wittout undertakin 

to prove that Two, are Two Thouſand ; for 
leaving the Proof of Inconſiſtencies, to thoſe 
who have already reconciled fo many; I will 
venture to affirm, That every lingle Species 
of Goods, which is laid under an Ercile, 18 a 
Step cowards a General Exciſe, and as certain- 
iy ſuch, as going up a few Stairs at a Time has 
A tendency towards the Garret; and this is ſo 
natural a Conſequence, that till we are from 
.ndiſputable Authority told, how far they pro- 
' poſe to extend the Exciſe Laws, and where 
they deſign to ſtop, no Man, endued with 


Reaſon, can help owning, that the Pr. Ne now 


on Foot has a direct and certain Tendency to. 
wards a General, nay, an Univerſai, Acife. 
As I ſhould be very unwilling to ob the 
Confiderer's Patron of the ſmalleſt Share he 
may have had in paſſing any Law whereby he 


Trade of the Nation may have been benefitted, 


{ am ready to allow, that the Regulations in 
Trade, made by the Act of the 8th of his 
late Majeſty, have been attended with many 
of the good Conſequences he enumerates: 
Nay, let us, for Argument”s fake, allow (what 
is far from being true in Fact) that the Nation 
is indebted to Him, and Him only, for the 
Advantages it receiv'd from that Act: Yet it 
cannot ſure be argued trom thence, that he 
having in this Inſtance conſulted the Good of 
the e Nation, we are therefore with an impli- 
ide Faith, and blind Obedience, to receive 

1 every 


3 Fes: — 


[4] 


every future Alteration he may think fit to 
make, as an Advantage to the Natjon, with- 
out any further Conſideration, but that of it's 
coming from him : No ſurely, we are con- 
vinc'd that ſome Steps he has of late taken, are 
of a very different Kind; and if on his coming 
into Power, he was willing to ingratiate him- 
ſelf to the Nation, by agreeing to theſe neceſ- 
ſary Regulations in favour of Trade: Which, 
as my Author obſerves, have been ſo benefici- 
al, he will not, I hope, take it amiſs, if we 
from thence take Occaſion to obſerve how 
much his Conduct is alter'd by his long Con- 
tinuance in Power, and that th Scheme he is 
now faid to have at Heart, is the greateſt Op- 
preſſion upon Trade that can be conceived ; 
and if it ſhould take Effect, and become 
General, as it muſt infallibly do in a few 
Years, if every Year a few more Species are 
put under the Laws of Exciſe; in that Caſe, 
I ſay, Trade will not only be Depreſs'd but 
Ruin'd ; and our glorious Conſtitution, which 
is the Envy of our Neighbours, and which our 
' Anceſtors have ſa bravely Defended with their 
Blood and Treaſure, will be totally deſtroy'd ; 
and the Properties of Engliſhmen, as well as 
their Liberties, be put into the Hands of 
mercileſs Exciſemen, back'd and ſupported by 
a Standing Army. 
The Conſiderer begins, by laying it down 
as a AMole 3 That what ought to deter- 
mine between Exciſe and Cuſtoms ſhould 
be, 


Lirſt, 


1 


Firſt, The Eaſe of the Dealer, 


Secondly, The effeftual Security of the Du- 
ties again$t Frauds. 


I am much obliged to him for putting the 
Eaſe of the Dealer, as the firſt Thing to be 
conſider'd; but yet I could Object againſt this 
Poſition ; That there is yet ſomething further 
to be look'd to in this Caſe, beſides the Eaſe 
of Dealers, and the Security of the Duties; 
] mean the Liberty of the Nation ; for al- 
though the Eaſe of the Dealer, and the Secu- 
rity of the Duties, ſhould be ever ſo well 
provided for, by a Method which might render 
the Liberty of the Subject precarious, I ſhou'd 
think. that alone, an Objection more than ſuffi- 
cient, to engage all honeſt Men, and true Eng- 
liſomen, to join with Heart and Voice to oppoſe 
it, and prevent its being Eſtabliſh'd : But I 
fall in the firſt Place view the Intended Ex- 
ciſes in the two Lights into which the Con/iderer 
has thrown it. Firſt, as an Eaſe to the Dealer; 
and next as a Security to the Revenue. 


As to the Eaſe of the Dealer, my Author's 
only Pretence is, that the Importer of To- 
bacco is obliged, on Importation, to pay down, 
or Bond, the Duties of it, which being very 
conſiderable, and he being obliged to truſt 
the Retailer both with theſe high Duties, and 

the 


wy 
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the firſt Coſt of the Tobacco, he is thereby 
expoſed to very great Loſſes, even to the utter 
Ruin of him and his Family, which, ſays the 
Conſiderer, cannot happen to him under the 
intended Regulation of Exciſe; becauſe, as 
the Retailer will then be to pay the Duty, 
which amounts to five ſeventh Parts of the 
whole Credit, the Importer will run the Riſque 
of the Retailer's failing for no more than 
two ſeventh Parts of what he is now obliged to 
truſt him with: The ſame Eaſe he alſo infer: 
will ariſe to the Importers of Wine, in the 
Proportion which the Duties on Wines bear, 
to the whole Credit they now give the Vint- 
ners, who buy the Wines Exonerated of ile 

Duries. | 
This wonld really be a great Eaſe to the 
Importer, had this profound Confiderer told us 
from whence this Aﬀuence of ready Money 
was to come to the Retailers of Tobacco and 
Wines, which is to enable them all of a ſud- 
den to pay in ready Money five ſeventh Parts 
down for all the Tobacco, and about one halt 
for all the Wines they buy. I own I could 
not have imagined the Exciſe was calculated to 
bring ſo much ready Money into the Hands 
of the Retailers of Tobacco and Wine, and 
I am rather inclined to think this is a Chimera 
of his own Brain, without any thing ſolid in 
it, for as the Tobacconifts, as well the Vint- 
ners, have been uſed to buy the Goods they 
reſpectively deal in, with the Duties paid, and 
not only ſo, but to have a long Credit allow'd 
them by the Importers, which one + > 
olutely 


C71 
ſolutely neceſſary for them in order to carry 
on the Retail Trade ; it cannot be thought the 
Exciſe can in any manner alter this matter, 
but leaves it juſt as it finds it, And till the 
Conſiderer is pleas d to account for this plenty 
of Caſh, which is ro enable the Retailer to do 
theſe extraordinary Things, he muſt give me 
leave to aſſure him, that no Eaſe, in reſpect to 
the paying the Duty, can accrue to the Im- 
porter of Wine or Tobacco, from an Ex- 
ciſe, and that he muſt continue to clear the 
Duty and Truft the Retailer with it as before, 
if he means to ſell his Goods. 

So far I have confider'd Wine and Tobacco 
as they go hand in hand; but Wine is a Com- 
modity of ſuch a Nature, that Importers of 
it will be under an indiſpenſible Neceſſity of 
paying the Exciſe at the Time of Landing. 
'Tis well known, that if Importers of Wine 
were under the Neceflity of felling their 
Wines for ſuch a Price as the Market would 
afford on the Keys, they mult frequently part 
with them for leſs than the firſt Coſt, for which 
Reaſon all Importers, of any Subſtance, when 
the Market on the Keys is depreſs'd, chuſe ro 
lend their Wines to their Vaults to wait till the 
Market is more favourable ; when their Wines 
are in thoſe Vaults, a conſtant Care and At- 
tendance is neceſſary, and many Finings down 
and Rackings off muſt be perform'd to put 
them into the beſt Condition for Sale ; I there- 
fore ſay, that when the Importer lands Wines, 
it the Vintners buy them, he muſt clear the 
Exciſe for them as before ſaid ; and if he ſends 


then 
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C8 ] 
them up to his Vaults, he muſt neceſſarily pay 


the Exciſe, (for I preſume *tis not intended to 


allow him to Rack and Force them before 
that is done) and enter his Vaults at the Office, 
after which he cannot manage them in the man- 
ner the Preſervation of them requires, without 
the Knowledge and Conſent of the Exciſe Offi- 
cers, which will doubtleſs create to him an end- 
leſs Trouble, and yet he muſt undergo this, 
or loſe his Wines, which would be abſolutely 
ſpoiled, ſhould they be left in the Condition 
they are landed in, 
By this it appears, that the Importer is ſo 
far from being likely to be eaſed by an Ex- 
ciſe, that on the contrary, he muſt be attend- 
ed with great and intolerable Vexations and 
Troubles from it. 


Let us next conſider the Retail Dealer, for 


J take him to be included in the Eaſe which 


the Conſiderer advances to the Dealer, and, by 


the by, I muſt obſerve, that whoever clear 


Wines at the Exciſe- Office, and is oblig'd to 
keep an Account of Stock with that Office, 
will be conſider'd as a Retailer by them, let 
him be never ſo conſiderable an Importer, 
and muſt ſubmit to the ſame Laws and Dil- 


cipline, which the meaneſt hedge Tavern is 


ſubject to. But I will proceed to conſider 
the Eaſe which the Dealer will find in this 
new Scheme. 

Will it be an Eaſe to the 8 in Wine 
and Tobacco, to have his Houſe ſubjected to 


the Arbitrary Viſitations, and Inſpections of 


little 


2 & Sq, 4 lh e 
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little inſignificant Exciſe-Officers, as often as 
they ſhall pleaſe, to do it by Night as well as 
by Day : Fellows, who under Colour and 
Pretence of Executing their Office, may, at 
undue Hours, diſturb the Families of many 
Eminent and Subſtantial Citizens, in which 
they are not worthy to wear a Livery, and yet 
the Intolence they may be on this Occaſion 
guilty of, muſt not, under ſevere Penalties, 
be chaſtifed. as it ſhou'd be, either with Cane or 
Horſe-Whi be 

Will it be an Eaſe to the Dealer, to be 
debarred from the free diſpoſal of his Goods, 
even after he has paid all the Duties of them; 
and not to be able ro do what he thinks 
per, in order to better their Condition, and 
improve their Quality, without Permils from 
theſe Officers; to be obliged to keep an exact 
Account with them of all he buys, and to 
whom he ſells, expoling thereby the Myſtery, 
Circumſtance, and Courſe of his Trade, not 
only to the Officers, but alſo to ſuch Perſons 
as they may think fit to impart them to? 
from whence many and Seat Evils muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe. 

Will it be any Eafe to the Dealers in Wine 
and Tobacco, to be expos'd to, and harraſſed 
by, the many and great Inconveniencies and In- 
terruptions, which muſt attend their Trade, 
through the Delays, Negligencies and Mi- 
Rakes of the Exciſe-Officers in making out 
Permits, through frequent Seizures, which 
may, and I fear will, happen in all Parts of 


Great-Britain, by the Carriers not delivering 
C (300i!s 
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Goods within the Time mentioned in the 


Permits ? 

Will it be an Eaſe to the Dealer, after theſe 
Seizures have happen'd, to be oblig'd to ſpend 
a large Share of his moſt valuable Time, in 
Applications to the Commiſſioners of the Ex- 
ciſe, in order to retrieve his Goods out of the 
Hands of theſe Harpies, rectify their Blun- 
ders, and ſet aſide their Vexatious and unjuſt 
Seizures ? And in Caſe the Commiſſioners 


ſhould, from their abſoluce Power, and in fa- 


vour to their Officer, think fit to deter- 

mine the Affair againſt the Dealer, howſoever 

unjuſtly. I 
What Faſe will the oppreſſed Dealer find 


in Appealing from the Commiſfioners of Exciſe | 


to the Commiſſioners of Appeal, who are no- 
thing but a Limb of the ſame Body, moving 
by the ſame Influence, and eſtabliſh'd on 
the ſame Foundation, Viz, the Will of the 
M 5 

Theſe, and many more ſuch like Eaſes, 
too long here to ennumerate, are what the 
Dealers in Tobacco and Wines are to expect 
from the Scheme I am now conſidering ; it 
theſe are the deſirable Ends propos'd by the 
Conſiderer, I am well aſfured that however 
pleaſing the Proſpect may be to him, it can ne- 
ver be ſo to thoſe, who have not ſo far loſt che 
Sentiments of Humanity, as to think themſelves 


unconcern'd at the Diſtreſſes of other Men; 


and to conclude this Head; may ſuch Eales 


as theſe attend, in every Inſtance of «ie! 
7 | Live! 


K 
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Lives the Projectors, Approvers and Abet- 

tors of this moſt Arbitrary and Fatal Scheme. 
Having now conſider'd the Exciſe Laws, 

with reſpect to the Eaſe of the Dealer, I come 


next to conlider them in the other Light in 


which the Conjiderer places them; namely, as 
a Security to the collecting the Duties, and 
preventing all the Frauds which the preſent 
Method of Cuſtoms on Importation is obaoxt- 


ous to, and if it ſhall appear that Exciles are 


not ſure to have this deſireable Effect, I hope 
ſo dangerous an Experiment will be rejected 


with the greateſt Abhorrence of all true Eng- 


iihmen. 

in order to make 4 new Regulation ſeem 
neceflary, my Author charges the Tobacco 
and Wine Trades with great Frauds, which 


tend to the enriching the fraudulent Dealer, 


at the Expence of the fair Trader, as well as 
that of the Revenue, It happens a little un- 
luckily for him, that Wines and Tobacco be- 
ing bulky Goods, he cannot pretend they are 
run, in any quantities: Beſides, ſhould he do 
that, he would be eaſily diſproved, by the 
ſmall amount of Seizures on thoſe Articles 


for ſeven Years paſt ; he therefore makes a 


round Aſſertion ſerve his purpoſe as well, and 


affirms, that great Frauds are committed in 


the Tobacco Trade, under the preſent Cuſtoms, 
without lay ing what Frauds thoſe are; which, 


oy his leave, is ſaying nothing He adds, that 


the Frauds and Diſcounts upon the pretence 
ot Waſte and otherwiſe, have appear'd upon 
3 fair Calculation, almoſt to anſwer the Home 

£0 Conſump- 


— 
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Conſumption ; I would as I go along, ask 
this Writer what he means by ranking Diſ- 
counts, which the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
has thought proper to allow the Merchant, 
with Frauds ; would he in his great Regard 
1 and Tenderneſs for the fair Trader infiny- 
T ate, that theſe Diſcounts are Frauds, and, as 

ſuch, ought to be ſuppreſſed ? But to go on, 


[ the next thing he advances is, that the Temp- 
| tations to Frauds in Drawbacks on this Com- 
: modity are ſo great, that hitherto it has been 
ö impoſſible to prevent them. . 
7 In anſwer to this general charge of Frauds, 


without any Inſtance brought in ſupport of it, 
J can only ſay, that a Fraud muſt be diſco- 
vered before it can be pronounced to be one, 
and it would have been fairer had the Con- 


4 ſiderer pointed out thoſe Frauds he complains 
i of, which, as he has not done, I ſhall infer he 
a knows of none; but if he does, as ſoon as he 
i will tell us in what manner theſe Frauds are 
L committed, I will undertake to point out a 
2 Remedy for them, without having recourſe to 


an Exciſe, fince *tis very certain, that an Evil, 
the Cauſe of which if known, is half cured : 
I now paſs on to Diſcounts and Drawbacks, 
which this Advocate for the fair Trader, ranks 
with Frauds, and labours to ſuppreſs in the 
new intended Regulation of Exciſe, 

Trade is of ſo very tender a Nature, that 
the Legiſlature, in a trading Nation, cannot 
be too watchful for its Welfare: I can com- 
N pare it to nothing more aptly, than a Nurſe 
. who has the care of a great many 2 
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1 
ſuch of them as are puny, muſt be nouriſhed 
with the greateſt tenderneſs, and kept up by 
Cordials and other reſtoring Remedies, pro- 
perly applied with Care and Judgment; whilſt 
thoſe of a more robuſt Conſtitution will do 
very well with leſs nurſing and cheriſhing. 


The Tobacco Trade has, from its Infancy, 


been of a weakly Habit, ſubje& to many IIl- 
neſſes, which would long ſince have carried it 
off, had not the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors 
nurſs'd it and preſerv'd it with the utmoſt 
regard and tenderneſs, by applying Cordials 
and other Reſtoratives, at proper Times, and 
as occaſion required ; theſe are the Diſcounts 
and Allowances which this worthy Author 
treats as Frauds, and points out, in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, the Suppreſſion of; this is the Ad- 
vocate of Trade, who expreſſes ſuch a tender 
Regard to the fair Trader. 

He ſays next, That Drawbacks on Thc 
are great Temptations to Frauds ; and what 
then? will they not have the ſame Tempta- 
tions under the Exciſe, they now have under 


Cuſtoms? or would this judicious Reformer of 


Abuſes, quite ſuppreſs thoſe Drawbacks, and 
by diſallowing them for the future, at once 
give up a very conſiderable, as well as bene- 
ficial, Branch of Trade ? I mean the Exporta- 


tion of Cut-Tobacco; this muſt be the Con- 


ſequence of not allowing Drawbacks on Ex- 
portation, unleſs Dealers ſhould be permitted 
to cut their Tobacco before the Exciſe is paid, 
in which Caſe, ſuch Opportunities would be 
given to unfair Dealers of cheating the Re- 

venue 
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venue, that they never yet had, and for 
which ſuch Dealers will doubtleſs be very 
thankful, 

| come now to conſider the Adulteration of 
Wines, which the Conjiderer proves to be a 
very great Evil, by a facetious Quotation of 
Monſieur Boileau, and the preventing this, is 
indeed the only Benefit he pretends will ariſe 
to that Trade from the Exciſe, If there really 
be tuch a ſubterraneous Preparation as he men- 
tions, Which paſſes for Wine, not having in 
it one drop of the Juice of the Grape, I can't 
fee how ſuch a Compoſition can be affected by 
any I'xciſe on Wine; for as by his own Ac- 
count of this Mixture, there is not one drop of 
Wine in it, no Exciſe on Wine can hinder the 
making it, neither do I comprehend how the 
Exciſe can prevent its being put off under the 
Denomination of Wine, unleſs an Exciſeman 
was to be conſtantly poſted at the Tap of each 
Inn, Hedge-Tavern, and Bawdy-houſe, where 
ca: rypted and mixt Wines are molt generally 


vended, in order to prevent daſhing this ſtulf 


into every Quart of Wine that is drawn, but 
this would require even à greater encreaſe 


of Officers than the Conſiderer, or his Patron 


de ſires. 


| am ready to believe, that many things 
are put into Wines, which are not Wines, t 
the great Abule of the Revenue, and the 
Loſs of the fair Dealer; I ſhou'd be glad this 
Evil were remedied ; but I deny that an Ex- 
ciſe will remedy it; Exciſes have not in any 
Inſtance been known to remedy Abuſes or thi, 
190 
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kind; greater quantities of Molaſſes are uſed 
in Brewing now than ever, notwithſtanding 
the Inſpection of the Exciſe; Brandies never 
were more adulterated than now; how then 
can we expect this Benefit on Wines from Ex- 
ciſes, which have failed in other Points; would 
it be prudent to try a Remedy in this Caſe, 
which were it to ſucceed, would be a much 
worſe Evil than that it wou'd cure. For m 
own Part, as much as I love a Glaſs of good 
Wine, I ſhould think it dearly purchagd at 
the Price of my Liberty, which Exciſes muſt 
at laſt deſtroy. 
There are Laws now in being which inflict 
ſevere Penalties on the Venders of Adultera- 
ted Wines; if thoſe Laws are neglected, 

my Advice would be to put them in force, 
if they are too weak and inſufficient to reſtrain 
this villanous Practice, let them be ſtrengthen'd 
with more Clauſes and greater Penalties; if 
Pecuniary Puniſnments are inſufficient to Re- 
medy this Evil, inflict Corporal ones. I arn 
perſwaded that no one Wine Trader in Exgland 
would once open his Lips againſt the ſevereſt 
Law that could be deviſed on this Account, 
but join in it outwardly at leaſt. For what- 
ever the private Practices of ſome of them may 
be, I don't know one of them that has Front 
enough to ſtand up and plead openly for 
Corruption, whatever Authorities for it ano- 
ther Set of Men may have furniſhed Him 
with. 

That Exciſes are not ſure of preventipg 
Running of Goods, may be obſerv'd in Bran- 
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dies, which are fold in moſt Parts of England 
for half, or two thirds of the Amount of the 
Exciſe, and if the Increaſe of the Duties on 
Brandies ſhou'd be urged as an Inſtance of the 
Benefit of Exciſe Laws, I anſwer, that In- 
creaſe 1s not at all owing to that, but to the 
Liberty of late Years given of importing French 
Brandies from Dunkirk, under the Denomina- 
tion of Flemiſh Brandies, and at half a Crown 
per Gallon leſs Excife than by Law is laid on 
French Brandies ; ſo that the Increaſe on the 


Duties of Brandies, only proves that lowering 


of Duties will very often increaſe the Revenue, 
and this is a Hint, which I hope the Confiderer 
will improve on other Occaſions, if he real! 
has the Proſperity of Trade, and the bony 
of the Revenue as much at Heart as he pre- 
tends. „ 

The Conſiderer tells us, That Coffee, Tea, 
and Chocolate, have produc'd a great deal 
more under the Exciſe than they did before, 
and from thence takes Occaſion to recommend 
Fxciſe; but I muſt beg leave to diſtinguiſh in 
this Caſe, for Coffee and Chocolate being a 
kind of Manufacture, the Exciſe can with eaſe 
lay their Hands upon them; and as Chocolate 
is not current without the Stamp, and Coffee 
cannot be roaſted privately ; theſe two Com- 
modities may be reckon'd amongſt the Manu- 
factures of this Kingdom which are Exciſed; 


and as the Conſiderer's Argument is not for the 


preſent directed towards Exciling any more 
of our Manufactures, I muſt deſire he will 


exclude Coffee and Chocolate from the py 
ſent 


Pg 1 


ſent Inquiry, and ſpeak of Tea only; which 
being an imported Commodity, to be con- 
ſumed in the quality it is imported in, and 
not reducible to the Regulations obſerved with 
regard to Chocolate and Coffee; ro make any 
thing of the Arguments he draws from this in- 
creale of the Duty of it under Exciſe, he muſt 
prove that Tea renders now more than it for- 
merly did, and that the Exciſe Laws have 
been effectual to ſecure the Duty on it from 
Frauds. 5 5 
But as he himſelf gives up the latter part of 
this Queſtion, by owning what is but too 
notorious, that notwithſtanding the Exciſe, 
great quantities of Tea are run, or as hie 
more elegantly expreſles it, clandeſtinely con- 
vey'd to the hands of the Conſumer ; I fhal! 
only with brevity conſider whether the Ad- 
vantages accruing by the Excite on Tea, are 
ſo conſiderable as he pretends, and whether 
they are certainly owing to this Cauſe, 
| Tea, was a growing Duty at the time it 
was brought under the Exciſe, and had for 
ſome Years then paſt, gone gradually increaſing, 
what wonder was it then, and what merit can 
the Exciſe claim from it, if during the three 
firſt Years of Exciſe that Branch continued to 
increaſe, ſince this was no more than what it 
had done before the Exciſe was put on it, and 
would in all likelihood have done had it not 
taken Place. It has now for ſome Years paſt 
gone declining, and if I am well informed, 
does not at preſent produce ſo much as it did 
Hefore the Exciſe was laid on-it; and the Ad- 
D vocates 
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vocates for Exciſes, as they conduce to pre- 
venting Frauds, and ſecuring the King's Du- 
ties, muſt have the Mortification to own, that 


notwithſtand ing the Conſumption of Tea is ſo 


remarkably increaſed in Great Britain, the pro- 
duce of that Commodity flags and dwindles ; 


inſomuch, that the Conſiderer's 100,000/. In- 


creaſe, will, I believe, make a very meagre 
Appearance when that Account 1s called for 
in Parliament. | 
Since from what has been ſaid, it don't ap- 
pear that the great Ends the Con ſiderer ex- 
ects from Exciſes are to be depended on, and 
that neither Eaſe to the Dealer, nor Security 
to the Revenue, are the certain or natural 
Conſequences of an Excite, ſome other Cauſe 
muſt be aſſign'd for the ſtrong Inclination 
the Gentleman in Power has, on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions made appear, towards the. Extenſion of 
thoſe Laws, and there will, I believe, be no 
reat difficulty to gueſs at the Motives he may 
wo for this Alteration in the Collection of 
the Duties on Wines and Tobacco. I ſhall 
only hint at a few, which ſeem to me the moſt 
probable, and if it ſhall appear that by them, 
our Liberties, and all that ought to be dear to 
us as Eng/i/ſhmen, may be in Times to come in- 
dangered, nay, muſt inevitably be loſt; if 
ever an Exciſe becomes General ; I don't. 
doubt hut all thoſe, who have yet any remains 
of natural Affection for their Country, wil! 
ſtand up, and by a moſt ſtrenuous Oppoſiti- 
on, endeavour to defeat any further Progreſs 
of theſe Arbitrary and Oppreſſive Laws: For 
5 | however 


the Head of Affairs, a M 
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however the Conſtitution of Exgland may be 


impair'd by the Progreſs they r already 
made, it is not yet in fo deſperate a way, as 


not to be worth our Pains to ſave it, and al- 


though we ſhould not be able to heal the 


Wounds it has already receiv'd, we may, I 


hope, prevent the ſpreading of them any 
further, 

The Love of Power is natural to all Orders 
and Degrees of Men, we will not therefore 
wonder if a Mr who has fo many Points 
in View, and ſo many Friends to provide for, 
is deſirous not only to have his Hands ſtrength- 
ned but unconſtrain'd, and thirſts for Liberty 
to act in that manner which is moſt ſuitable 
to his Schemes and Inclinations. Were the 
People of England ſecure of always having at 
r, who like 
our preſent one, would be watchful for the 
Good of the Nation; and take all Opportu- 
nities of Conſulting The Eaje of the Dealer at 
the ſame time he prevents Frauds in Trade, 
and ſecures the Revenue ; couid we, I ſay, 
have the leaſt Chance to be always bleſt with 
the Adminiſtration of a Gentleman whoſe 
Worth is ſo well known, one whoſe Skill and 
Penetration in Foreign Affairs, is equal to his 
Frugality, Oeconomy and Prudent Manage- 
ment of the Revenue at Hlome: In a word, 
one whoſe Hands and Heart are equally un- 
corrupted, were {uch a M-——- never to be 
taken from us, our Anxieties for our Liber- 
ties would be vain and fruitteſs ; but as the 
beſt of Men, as wcll as the worſt, are mortal], 
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1 and that Death ſweeps away the Patriot as 
well as the Oppreſſor; it behoves us to be 
cautious, for ſhould over- grown Power ever 
fall into the Hands of a wicked Man who would 
at all Hazards endeavour to enflave the Na- 
tion, how deplorable were our Condition then, 
and how certain our Ruin ? 
. I think therefore ſince this 1s the Caſe, we 
C | ought to curb our Inclinations, and not gratify 
1 ourſelves in the Pleaſure we muſt all doubr- 
leſs ſee}, in ſurrendring our Liberties as well 
as Eſtates, to the Diſcretion, even of that 
excellent Perſon who is now at the Head of 
Affairs, for we are not ſure that when he is 
taken off from amongſt us, the Perſon that 
ſucceeds him in Poſt may inherit his uncom- 
mon Virtues. We ſhould therefore be inex- 
cuſable to Poſterity, if we did not, to our ut. 
moſt oppoſe every Extenſion of Exciſe Laws; 


for by them every future M r who ſhall 

be at the Head of the 1 — will be in- 
1 veſted with Powers, that may, if an ill uſe 
„ ſhould be made of them, make the Nation 
L cremble. 
. The vaſt ts of Exciſe-men, which muſt 
4 be the Conſequence of this Scheme, will en- 
1 able him not only to influence, but even to 


ſway and direct in all Parts of England, 
Elections for Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment; and this is one ufe, which in Times to 
come a bad Miniſter will certainly make ot 
this Power; and few Men of the lower De- 
= - gree in Life, (of which ſort, Electors in molt 
(| of the Boroughs in England chiefly . 
wii! 


e 
will have Reſolution enough to oppoſe it; 
eſpecially as they will ſoon find the Conſe- 
quence of ſo doing, will certainly be to draw 
n. upon themſelves the heavieſt Load of 
Oppreſſions, Exciſes are full fraught with; for 
in moſt Corporations that ſend Members to 
Parliament, it will appear, that ſhou'd Wines 
and Tobacco be added to the Number of 
Goods already Exciſed, thoſe would be by far 
the Minority who would be free from this In- 
fluence ; and even of thoſe who ſhould be 
free from it in their own Perſons, the much 
greater Part will have {ome near Relation or 
Friend, whoſe Preſervation they are very 
deeply concern'd in, under the laſh of theſe 
Laws, and their Danger may influence ſuch 
Perſons as ſtrongly as their own ; let us 
then Tremble at the Miſchieſs ſuch a Power 
as this, ſhould it ever devolve into the 
Hands of a wicked and corrupt Miniſter, 
may do; but let us farther conſider, that 
It Wine and Tobacco ſhould this Year be- 
come ſubject to the Exciſe Laws, we may 
depend on a further Extenſion of them the 
next, and when the Exciſe ſhall have become 
General, as it muſt and will infallibly do in 
a few Years, from the conſtant Addition of 
one Branch of Trade after another to its Do- 
minion, what uſes may not an Evil Mx 
make of the unlimited Power a General Ex- 
ciſe will give him, if it ſhould be the Misfor- 
tune of Engliſhmen to ſee ſuch a one inveſted 
with them; I ask, Can we in ſuch a Caſe 
even hope not to be enſlav'd? For it a Oo: 
ra 
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ral Exciſe puts it in ſuch a M's Power 
to ſupply his Occaſions with Money to pay 


the Army, and defray the other Expences of 


his Evil Adminiſtration, without the Help of a 
Parliament, can we expect ſuch a M-—r will 
ever defire a Parliament ſhould be called; 
not a free One we may be ſure for his own 
Safety, and if, to ſalve Appearances, he ſhall 
be willing to Jet ſomething in the Shape of 
One now and then come together, it will be 
only ſuch a One as will do more harm than 
good, and rather Ratify his Oppreſſions than 
attempt to Remove them. heſe are the 
uſes a wicked Mr (ſhould it ever be the il! 
Fate of England to ſee ſuch a one in Power) 
will moſt certainly make of a General Ex- 
ciſe, and let no Man deceive himſelf, for a 


General Exciſe will be the certain Conſe- 


=_- of ſupinely ſuffering an Extenſion of 
xciſe Laws, gradually to creep upon, and 
overſpread our Trade by flow Degrees, it will 
at laſt totally eclipſe the Trade and Liberties 


of the Nation, and nothing but Darkneſs and 


Confuſion can enſue from it, 

cannot doubt but the Dangers our Liber- 
ties will be expos'd to, ſhould the Evil we 
dread actually befal us, will warm every good 
Engliſhman into a generous and brave Oppoli- 
tion to this pernicious, this deſtructive Scheme, 
the certain Effects of which will be to deprive 
us of the Benefits of the Glorious Revolution, 


by which we broke into the Lineal Deſcent ol 


the Crown, and rather choſe to drive away 3 
King whole Title to the Crown was . 
able, 


＋ * 


7 vo PT 


L 23 J 
* than become Slaves, what it has coſt 


this Nation to ſupport that neceſſary Step and 


to maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion, in the 


preſent molt illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover (in 


which may it for ever continue), let the tre- 
mendous Weight of Debt under which the 
Nation Labours, declare ; and if our An- 
ceſtors have ſo freely bled to ſupport this 
happy Eſtabliſhment, let us not draw their 
Blood upon us and our Children, by fruſtrat- 
ing our Poſterity of what they ſo bravely pur- 


chas'd for us. 


I will now juſt add a few Conſiderations ; 
more on this Scheme, as it affects the Pro- 


perties of Engliſpmen, not that I think that 
nece ſſary to enhanſe the Deteſtation a free 


People muſt neceſſarily have, for a Project 


which may prove ſo deſtructive of their Li- 
berties, and will at once deprive ſo many of 
his Majeſties Loyal Subjects of the Immuni- 
ties ſtipulated for them by Magna Charta, that 


great Title Deed of our Liberties as well as 


Properties, and which having been obtain'd 
for us by the glorious Struggles of our Fore» 
fathers, it is our indiſpenſible Duty to hand 
down entire and unpſemiſſ d to our lateſt Po- 
ſterity. 

[ cannot, I think, give my Reader a bet- 
cer Notion of the State of his Property un- 
der Exciſe Laws than by tranſcribing one or 
two Paragraphs out of a Pamphlet printed 
about twenty ſeven Years ago, intitled Re- 


marks on the horrible Oppreſſions, Inſolencies, and 
juſtifiable Practices of the Commiy oners of Ex- 
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ci: The Author of which gives an Account 
of ſome Matters of Fact which happened at 
that Time, which are of ſuch a Nature as 
would make a Man tremble at the word Ex- 
ciſe, and which we have no other Security 
fhall not again come to paſs, when Excifes 
are general, but the general Character of the 
Gentlemen in that Commiſſion, of whom 1 
ſhall be ready to entertain as good an Opi— 
nion as the Nature of their Office will per- 
mit me, till fome Facts ſhall be made out in 
Oppolition to that good Opinion, which, as 
Gentlemen, they are entitled to: But it is not 
in my Opinion any Argument to ſay, Have 
the preſent Commiſſioners of Exciſe lately 
done any Act of Oppreſſion or Injuſtice? I 
is enough to ſay, They have it in their Power; 
and I think I ought to hold my Property on a 
better Tenure than the bare Humanicy and 
good Nature of any Man upon Earth: But 
ro return to my Author ; after he has ſpoke 
of the Spencer's, and Gaveſton's of former 
Times, who abuſed the Law and Favour of 
their Prince, in illegal Executions, Bribe- 
Ties an” Corruptions, and at laſt fell a Sa- 
crifice ty the Juſtice of the Nation, proceeds 
to mention Exciſe as follows, 


* The Extortions, Oppreflions, and Par- 
„ tialities now before us, as they are not 
* Inferior to any that have gone before 
them, in the Villainy of the Practice, or 
++ Magnitude of the Wrong, ſo they have 


ce this 


C385 4 
this more fatal Diſaſter in them, that the 
' Injured Subject is lock'd up by the Law 
without Appeal, to be judg'd, try'd, and 
* condemn*'d, by the very Parties who con- 
federated againſt him, and when he ap- 
peals from them, he only appeals to them, 


for he finds his Adverſaries upon the Bench 


of Appeal, ready, and God knows, how 
impower'd to ſway and determine, the 
Cauſe as they pleaſe. 8 


e The Evidence in theſe mock Trials, is 
© always the Perfon that contrives the Ac- 
cufation, who having formed the Plot a- 
gainſt an Innocent Man, obtains half the 
Spoil by ſwearing. 


The Caſe is then brought before the 
* Commiſſioners, who, in Concert and Con- 
federacy with the Indigent Wretch that 
Swears, hear, judge, and try the Cauſe 
betotehand, and Condemn or Acquit, as 
the Market can be made. | 


Thus, no Man's Eſtate is ſafe ; but the 
Property and Induſtry of the Subject is 
deſtroy'd by infinite Corruptions, Partia- 
lities, and abominable Practices, to the 


Shame and Reproach of Juſtice, Scandal 


„of a well order'd Government, encourag- 


ing of all forts of Briberies and Perjuries, 


and the Ruin of a multitude of Honeit 
Families, that fall into the mercileſs Hands 
* of lawleſs Thieves and Invaders 
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© And which is ſtill more wonderfu], all 
t this is practiſed, under the Authority, and 
« jn the Name, of a Government, and xa 
« Queen, that defires none of her Subjects 
« ſhould be oppreſs'd; Her Majeſty denies 
& Juſtice to no Man, nor covets any Man's 
Property, much Jeſs would permit any 
Subject commiſſion'd by her Authority t 
<« oppreſs their Fellow Subjects. 


Theſe were the Sentiments which prevailed 
Seven and twenty Years ago, concerning Ex- 
ciſemen ; and &hen we conſider that the Ho- 
rals of Mankind are not greatly mended ſince 
thoſe Days, I am ſorry it does not give us 
room to expect any very. great Amendments 
in the Grievances then ſo ſeverely ielt and 
complain'd of. 
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